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Governments increasingly offer or demand apologies for 

past human rights abuses, and

such expressions of contrition are necessary to promote 

reconciliation between former adversaries. 

the conventional wisdom by showing that many countri

have been able to reconcile without much in the way of 

apologies or reparations. 

 

 

Jennifer Lind is the author of

International Politics(Cornell University Press, 2008).
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Apologies and  
International Reconciliation

Governments increasingly offer or demand apologies for 

rights abuses, and it is widely believed that 

contrition are necessary to promote 

reconciliation between former adversaries.  Lind challenges 

the conventional wisdom by showing that many countries 

without much in the way of 

Jennifer Lind is the author of Sorry States: Apologies in 

(Cornell University Press, 2008). 
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